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Dunkery Beacon is not only the highest, but also perhaps

the most well known place on Exmoor. Less well

known are the remarkable group of Bronze Age burial

cairns on the summit: the most visited - albeit

inadvertently - archaeological site on Exmoor. The

length of Dunkery Ridge is also littered with Bronze Age

burial mounds, such as Row Barrow and Robin and

Joaney Howe, perhaps as many as 25 burial mounds in

all.

In recent years the pressure of visitor numbers has taken

its toll on these vulnerable monuments. The cairns

themselves survive as stony mounds, mostly devoid of

turf cover. Visitors move the stones to create shelters,

and this exposes the inner fabric of the mounds as well

as gradually destroying the upstanding monument. The

National Trust have taken steps to protect these sites by

obtaining permission from English Heritage and by

seeking planning permission. Permission has been

granted on two of the cairns and hopefully once the

methodology for conservation proves successful, the

other vulnerable monuments will be tackled.

In the meantime the Exmoor National Park

Archaeological Volunteer group are involved in a low

impact but high profile method of protection. On a twice

monthly basis the volunteers have been visiting the

ridge, monitoring the damage and dismantling any

shelters.

If you would like to join the volunteers, please contact

Jessica Turner 0n 01398 322289.

Introduction

2004 marked the 50th anniversary of the designation of Exmoor as a National Park. It was an opportunity to celebrate

what has been achieved on Exmoor in the last 50 years and to consider what the future priorities for research and

conservation should be. From the National Park Authority's perspective, most fundamental is the Environment Act

(1995) which defines its duty … ‘to conserve and enhance the natural beauty, cultural heritage and wildlife of the

area…and to promote opportunities for the understanding and enjoyment of its special qualities by the public…'.

The Authority used to rely on an Archaeology Advisory Group for guidance on the historic environment, but now has a

team of three professionals dedicated to the historic environment. The creation of all of these posts has been supported

by English Heritage and we continue to work closely with the agency in the delivery of much of our work programme.

2004 has seen the continuation of this commitment to the historic environment

through the appointment, following advice from English Heritage, of one of the

Authority's members as the 'Historic Environment Champion'.

Recent years have seen an upsurge in the level of research being carried out on

Exmoor, and this continues apace, with some of the major projects being reported

on here.

On the conservation side, we have now completed a Buildings At Risk Survey,

Conservation Area Appraisals for all our major Conservation Areas; aScheduled

Ancient Monuments At Risk Survey is also nearing completion and we hope to

complete our survey of the condition of prehistoric standing stones across the

whole of Exmoor by the end of 2005.

As levels of understanding increase,

there is a greater need to develop our

interpretation of Exmoor's past.

During 2004 we participated in the

West Somerset Mineral Railway

Heritage Project (led by the Exmoor

Society) which seeks to interpret the

remains of iron exploitation on the

Brendon Hills, and we organised a

series of events and activities reported

on in this Review.

A recently broken standing stone on Pig

Hill - the increased use of farm

machinery on the moorlands is a major

concern

Conservation work at a prehistoric stone setting being

carried out by Exmoor National Park Authority staff

Dunkery Beacon: dismantling stone wind shelters

built recently by visitors to the site

This issue includes...

West Somerset Mineral Railway � Exmoor Archaeology Forum � Simonsbath Sawmill � The Moorland Initiative

Hawkcombe Head � Holworthy Farm, Parracombe � Dunster � Porlock Beach � Exmoor Iron

Exmoor National Park Authority

HISTORIC ENVIRONMENT REVIEW 2004
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In 2004 a new Joint Statement on the Historic Environment in the National Parks of England and Wales was signed by all the

National Park Authorities, English Heritage, Cadw, the Countryside Agency, the Countryside Council for Wales, the Royal

Commission on the Ancient and Historical Monuments of Wales and the Association of National Park Authorities to ‘achieve

continuous improvement in the conservation and interpretation of the historic environment in National Parks’.

HISTORIC ENVIRONMENT TEAM

The Historic Environment team is based in Exmoor National Park Authority's Conservation & Land Management

Section at Dulverton: Exmoor National Park Authority, Exmoor House, Dulverton TA22 9HL

Rob Wilson-North - Archaeologist and Team Leader (Archaeology & Historic Buildings)

Direct line: 01398 322280

rwilson-north@exmoor-nationalpark.gov.uk

Mark Clitherow - Historic Buildings Officer

Direct line: 01398 322278

maclitherow@exmoor-nationalpark.gov.uk

Jessica Turner - Countryside Archaeological Adviser

Direct line: 01398 322289

jaturner@exmoor-nationalpark.gov.uk

Further information about the projects in this review can be obtained from the Historic Environment team

or from: www.exmoor-nationalpark.gov.uk

101 reasons for not being an Archaeological Volunteer:

No 1 - the Exmoor weather (dismantling wind shelters at Row Barrow)

Looking after Exmoor’s environment for all to enjoy, in partnership with a thriving community

Photograph - Jessica Turner (ENPA)
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5th Exmoor Archaeology Forum

On 5 December 2004 the 5th Exmoor Archaeology

Forum was held in Dulverton. Entitled 'The Future of

Exmoor's Past', the day celebrated the 50th anniversary

of the designation of Exmoor as a National Park.

The event was attended by 80 people and took the form of

a series of workshop sessions examining specific projects.

There was also a 50 minute round up of archaeological

advances on Exmoor since 1954, and a series of talks

which explored the future for archaeology on Exmoor and

within National Parks as a whole.

The Moorland Initiative

During 2004, to coincide with the 50th anniversary of the

designation of Exmoor as a National Park, the Exmoor

Society commissioned a survey of the state of Exmoor's

moorlands. This landmark report was presented at a

conference, organised by Exmoor National Park

Authority, held in Lynton in October. To help inform the

debate, in April 2004, Exmoor National Park Authority

and English Heritage produced a briefing paper entitled

'Exmoor's Moorlands - The Historic Environment'.

The paper set out why Exmoor's moorlands are

historically important and identified, for the first time, 48

historically significant areas, ranging from complex

prehistoric landscapes, through the remains of medieval

farming landscapes to the evidence for reclamation and

WWII training ranges.

The ruined Cornish engine house at Burrow Farm

on the Brendon Hills forms part of the industrial legacy of

which the West Somerset Mineral Railway is the artery
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The 5th Exmoor Archaeology Forum

- workshop sessions in Exmoor House

Looking down Weir Water with the elusive remains of Bronze

Age houses in the foreground. Sites such as these are

extremely rare in southern England.
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WSMR Project

During 2004 the Exmoor Society secured a Project

Planning Grant of £46,000 from the Heritage Lottery

Fund, to collate information and develop proposals for

the conservation and interpretation of the West Somerset

Mineral Railway. This work was carried out by a

consortium led by David Sekers Consulting, and a report

was received in November. Exmoor National Park

Authority have now undertaken to develop a bid for

further HLF funding during 2005.

Also during 2004 English Heritage confirmed the

designation of the West Somerset Mineral Railway

incline as a Scheduled Ancient Monument. The incline

was purchased by Exmoor National Park Authority in

1998, and its recognition as a site of National Importance

has been welcomed.

page7

The Scheduled Ancient Monuments At Risk Survey

- fieldwork in progress

Damage to Brightworthy Barrows has been caused by livestock in the

past, but wild ponies and other horses continue to degrade this

prominent Bronze Age burial mound

Student Projects on Exmoor

During 2004 the historic environment staff at

Exmoor National Park Authority have

continued to support student projects on

Exmoor. James Cooper from Exeter

University has been looking at a group of

Exmoor hillforts in order to produce a

generic conservation plan and to assess the

impact of public access on these sites in the

light of the Countryside and Rights of Way

legislation. Laura Pearce from Bristol

University has been looking at the rise and

fall of settlement on Exmoor between 1086

and 1500.

The Portable Antiquities Scheme

The Portable Antiquities Scheme is a voluntary scheme for recording

archaeological objects found by members of the public. The Finds

Liaison Officers record finds, give advice and act as general liaison

between the public, metal detector users and museums in order to

build up a wider picture of the historic landscape. The scheme works

on a county basis so contact your County Council for more details.

A finds liaison day was held in Dulverton on the 27th July as part of

Somerset Archaeology Fortnight.

During 2004 a prehistoric quern stone was reported from near

Landacre Bridge. Quern stones were used for grinding corn, and

although relatively common, hardly any have been found on Exmoor.

The Landacre quern stone has been submitted to Somerset County

Museum Service for formal identification. It is hoped that it will

eventually be displayed in Dulverton.

SAMs@Risk

The Scheduled Ancient Monuments At Risk Survey

During 2004 we have carried out a condition survey of Exmoor's

Scheduled Ancient Monuments. This is the first time that a

comprehensive continuous field based survey of Exmoor's SAMs has

been attempted. When the results are analysed we will be able to

draw up a list of Monuments At Risk and this will allow us to

prioritise future conservation work.

The Scheduled Ancient Monuments At Risk survey has been carried

out by Angie Squires as a 9 month conservation placement. It was

sponsored by Ambios - a European funded project - which provides

work placements for conservation volunteers. The project has also

relied on the willing co-operation of land owners and English

Heritage's Field Monument Wardens.
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Agri-Environment Scheme Changes

The ESA (Environmentally Sensitive Area) Scheme

continued to be used successfully to protect and enhance

the cultural environment on Exmoor. Particularly

significant this year has been the recognition and

restoration of Exmoor's cornditches. Large tracts of this

type of boundary have been restored on Ilkerton Ridge,

Withycombe Allotment and Twitchen.

In April 2005 a new Agri-Environment scheme will be

launched, replacing the existing ESAs and Countryside

Stewardship Scheme. The new Environmental

Stewardship scheme will be used to secure

environmental benefits nationwide and the scheme is

available to all farmers in England. The scheme

comprises of three elements - Entry Level Stewardship

(ELS) on which acceptance is guaranteed if the

requirements are met, Organic Entry Level Stewardship

(OELS) and Higher Level Stewardship (HLS) which

aims to deliver significant benefits to high priority areas

and cases such as the historic environment.

A requirement of the HLS is the production of a Farm

Environmental Plan which will be funded by Defra.

Exmoor National Park Authority will be providing this

service to Exmoor farmers using their Natural and

Historic Environment specialists.

Historic Environment Advice

Through this period of change we continue to provide

advice to farmers, landowners and agencies in order to

ensure the protection and enhancement of Exmoor's

Historic Environment. During 2004 we produced a series

of information leaflets designed to assist this process:

“Exmoor's Historic Environment”,

“Caring for Exmoor's Historic Environment”

and a “Guide to Historic Buildings”

These publications are available free of charge from

Exmoor National Park Authority.

Holworthy Farm, Parracombe

Terry Green, Chairman of the North Devon

Archaeological Society (NDAS), reports on excavations

at Holworthy Farm during July 2004:

On 19th July 2004, 20 volunteers including members of

NDAS and of the Tiverton Archaeological Group as well

as four students from Exeter University began

the third season of excavation on the

Holworthy hillslope enclosure.

The 2003 season had turned up a Bronze Age

Trevisker ware vessel left upright on an early

ground surface (reported in last year's Historic

Environment Review). The plan for 2004 was

to open up a larger area so that the pottery and

a gully, previously exposed, could be seen

within a broader context. We also wanted to

explore features revealed by magnetometry.

This meant open-area excavation as well as

subsidiary trenches. The gulley (partly

revealed in 2003) which had been thought

perhaps to represent a drip-gulley, in fact

turned out to be part of a shallow trench

snaking across the site. It was filled with soil

containing large amounts of charcoal. A

number of flint thumbnail scrapers were

scattered through the fill and most surprisingly,

we found the carbonised remains of a wooden

bowl apparently abandoned in the ashes.

We also found clear evidence for a roundhouse

in the form of seven large stone-lined

postholes which clearly formed two thirds of a

circle. It is assumed that these represent the

major supporting posts of the house, which

was probably 12m-13m in diameter. The

Bronze Age Trevisker ware vessel could now

be seen to have been left upright on the floor of

this building. Near to its location a quantity of

pottery sherds were also found, mostly in

association with a shallow scoop containing

charcoal or carbonised wood. Within the area

of the apparent roundhouse we also found a

small saddle-quern, a clay loom-weight and -

in a post-hole - a stone tool which may have

been used for leather-working. We are not yet

certain but it seems as if the charcoal-filled

gulley pre-dates the roundhouse. A number of

the post-holes used in the building of the roundhouse had

been sealed off with large stones. This may suggest a

deliberate removal of the wooden posts and a 'closing' of

the site when it was abandoned. Such ritual closing

ceremonies are well attested in south-west England and

beyond in the Bronze Age.

Several of the post holes had been blocked as if in a deliberate 'closing' ritual.

Similar examples have been found elsewhere in Britain
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Exmoor’s Oldest Structures

During July work continued on the excavation of the Mesolithic hunting camp at Hawkcombe Head near Porlock. The

work was directed by the University of Bristol and Exmoor National Park Authority and was funded mainly by the

University's Widening Participation Office which aims to encourage young people on to higher education. This year the

excavations continued in the Ven Combe area where in excess of 20 trenches were opened. The results of fieldwork over

the last two years are also being brought together in the form of a geophysical report. We have also obtained three radio-

carbon dates for the site which have established that two features excavated in 2002 (a posthole and a hearth) date to the

Late Mesolithic period (around 8000 years ago) - this makes them the oldest man-made structures so far found on Exmoor.

Romans Day

On Saturday 12th June 2004 soldiers of the Ermine Street Guard re-

enactment group set up camp on Old Burrow Roman Fortlet. The event

was to celebrate the launch of the new interactive CDRom 'Revealing

Exmoor's Past - Old Burrow Roman Fortlet', which was on display in the

Exmoor National Park Centre at County Gate.

Old Burrow Roman Fortlet was built around 50 AD high above the

coast in order to monitor the Bristol Channel. This dramatic location

provided a wonderful setting for the Ermine Street Guard who

demonstrated what life must have been like for the soldiers

stationed there.

Over three hundred people attended the day and were able to

take part in more Roman activities on the lawn outside the

National Park Centre, including mosaic-making and

Roman cookery. Parracombe School Drama Group

presented their own version of the story of Romulus

and Remus which was extensively researched and

greatly enjoyed by everyone.

Figures (and a bucket!) indicate the positions of some of the post holes which

supported the roof of the Bronze Age roundhouse at Holworthy near Parracombe
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Simonsbath Sawmill wins award

During 2004 the effort to conserve Simonsbath

Sawmill was recognised by the Somerset Building

Awards. The sawmill was highly commended in the

Conservation Category.

These Awards are sponsored by Tauntfield Ltd (the

Stansell family company) in memory of William

Stansell (1910-1987). The Somerset Building

Preservation Trust was founded in 1988, its main

purpose being to help preserve the architectural

heritage of Somerset for the benefit of the people of

Somerset and of the country as a whole. The Trust

also exists to educate the public on the importance

of preserving and enhancing the built environment.

The first objective of these Building Awards is to

raise the standards for design and construction of new buildings and for the alteration, conversion and repair of old

buildings in the County. The secondary objective is to draw attention to the positive contribution that well designed and

conserved buildings make to their surroundings.

The sawmill restoration project was led for Exmoor National Park Authority by local firm Louise Crossman Architects.
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Dunster

The Dunster Working Group was set up to bring together

all the parties with an interest in Dunster.

A constant theme for any discussions concerning

Dunster is the lack of parking especially at peak periods.

Dunster is a mediaeval town with tightly packed houses

along its streets whose visual appearance is over

shadowed by parked cars. In an effort to overcome this

problem a proposal to extend the existing carpark on the

edge of the village was put forward. This proposal

would need to use some of the land that surrounds the

National Trust's Dunster Castle.

In order to evaluate the impact such a proposal might

have on this historic setting a full landscape survey was

carried out. This important survey has shown that the

designed landscape extends beyond the boundary

designated by the English Heritage parks and gardens

register. This in depth-survey has unearthed some

exciting finds including the old carriage way which

brought visitors past viewing points and follies as they

approached the castle. The records describe viewing

platforms complete with picturesque buildings where

refreshments could be taken while admiring the various

views, some extending over to Wales. Designs were also

found for eye-catcher buildings that were never built.

The grounds around the castle are not associated with a

recognised garden landscaper but are the result of a

cooperation between members of the Lutteral family and

local artists, which has produced a landscape that

encompasses hills, parkland, marsh and sea.

Porlock Beach

Archaeological discoveries on Porlock beach continue

to be made. Last year a piece of worked timber was

discovered near the breach and dated to c. 900AD.

This year several more bones were discovered close to

the site of the aurochs which was discovered in 1998.

Then in December 2004 Vanessa Straker discovered

several posts and some horizontal timbers protruding

from deep clay close to the breach in the shingle ridge -

the first 'built structure' to be found on the beach.

Exmoor National Park Authority commissioned

Richard McDonnell to investigate and excavate these

timbers.

This has now been completed and the tentative

interpretation - and it is early days - suggests that the

'structure' is perhaps associated with the fishing industry

and may be a part of a fishweir or fish-fence. Timber

samples will be processed and submitted for radiocarbon

dating in 2005.

Kate Felus carrying out the designed landscape survey at Dunster

Woods painting showing in the bottom left hand corner the "lost"

garden that was recently surveyed by Martin Papworth.

The possible fish weir on Porlock Beach (scale = 1 metre)

Drawing of Dunster Castle in the 1770s by S&N Buck
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Monument Management Scheme

This annual programme is jointly funded by Exmoor National Park Authority and English Heritage and helps to ensure

the protection and enhancement of Scheduled Ancient Monuments on Exmoor. Scheduling is the only legal designation

for archaeology and is a vital tool in the conservation

of the historic environment. The Monument

Management Scheme not only targets vulnerable

Scheduled Ancient Monuments but is also used to

improve knowledge about specific archaeological

sites and to enhance interpretation.

The Monument Management Scheme is being used

to conserve the WWII pillbox at Roadwater. Another

recent project has been the consolidation work on the

ruins of Barlynch Priory - this has resulted in the

owner granting limited public access to the site.

During the winter of 2004 the scheme has funded

repairs and erosion control on some of Exmoor's

vulnerable burial mounds and gorse will be cleared

from Holwell Castle.

This early iron mining site near Ralegh's Cross on the Brendon Hills was

cleared of forestry once its archaeological importance had been recognised.

The area will be fenced off using Monument Management Scheme funds to

enable it to revert to grazed heathland
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