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Habitats and management

Moo rland on Exmoor consists of an intimate mixture of dry and wet upland
and lowland heathland and bogs, bracken and scrub with rivers and streams.

Although moorland may appear to be wild, it needs to be maintained by traditional

management such as grazing, moorfand burning (known as swaling) and contralling % . i !
bracken. Some birds have a preference for particular habitat types: - 4 .J..?
1. heather/gorse/scrub: Heather 3. moorland/woodland edge: E'r 5*
maciland is dominated by a mixture of Where moorland sweeps down to 1 1.'1"-. _j.
heather, bell heather, whartlebemy ‘ valleys with oak woodland, the habitat ¥

(zr bilberny) ard gorse, often here can be very valuable for a number of

intarspersed with windswept

hawthom, blackthorn and haz=l

trees. It can be found inland on

Cunkery Beacon, Withypool

Common, Winsford Hill, Molland Meoar,

Haddon Hill and along the coast from

Holdstone Down to the west to Morth Hill to the east. Birds to
lock out for on heather meoorland include meadow pipit,
stonechat, linnet, Dartford warbler, lesser redpoll,
yellowhammer, tree pipit ard whitethroat. Heather moorland
requires ongaing maragement including grazing by cattle and
Exmocr ponies and swaling. Scrubis a very important part of
this moorlard environmernt ard provides sheltered habitat for a
number of birds, some of which use it for nesting.

2. bracken/grassland: On the hill tops, skylarks are numerous
ard widespread, while other areas of moorland particularly in
sheltered combes are more of 2 grassland and bradken mix
and these areas are important for birds such as whinchat and
rare fritillary butterflies, or wheatear
where the turf is short. Bracken
requires managemeant such
as grazing, cutting ar
bruising to prevent it
becoming too dominant
Grazed grasslard areas
can pravide important
feeding areas in spring for
birds such as the ring ouzal
which sadly mow onby visits

Exmoor on passage.

birds which raly on trees. Redstart and willow warbler ccour in
good numbers on the moordand edge and are both increasing
on Exmoor despite concerre about their status naticrally.

4. mires/wet heath: Elanket bog or mires are characterised by
plants that thrive on waterlooged, acid peats such as boa-
masses, cottongrasses and deer sedge with aoss-leaved heath
in more heathy areas. They occur on deep peats on the

.. micorland plateau and because it requires
very wet conditions, it is concentrated in
- the south-western part of Exmaoar,

where the prevailing winds result in
the highest rainfall lkevels. Recent
AT restoration of degraded mires has ked
; ta increases in birds such as snipe and
reed bunting, whilst cudew remain in
wary small numkbsers on Exmoar. The
characteristic sourd of the grasshopper warbler
can often be heard in these wetter areas. Mires and wet heath
are best managed by grazing cattle or Exmicor ponies.

L. rivers and strearms: Most of Exmacrs rivers ard streams
have their source on the high moors and either head north,
plurgirg cnly a few miles to the Bristol

Chanrel or combine to form the

River Exe that flows southwards for

mare than 80 kilkbmetres to the

English Chanrel Here the

characteristic species of fast

flowing rivers can be regularly seen

such as the grey wagtail, dipper and

kingfisher.

Where to spot moorland breeding birds

Exmoor's moorland is great for birdwatching, here are T of the best places:

1. West Coast heathlands justto the east of Combe Martin have
wvery steep slopes dropping down to the cliffs below providing a
dramatic view along the Exmocr coast There are three car parks
between Trentishoe and Holdstone Downs. The area still
supports Dartford warblers and also has good

numbers of linnet, lesser redpoll, stonechat,

whitethroat and willow warbler [right).

2. Blackpitts lies to the north of

Simanshath just to the westof the B3223

belows Brendon Two Gates with informal

moadside parkirg. Itis an extersive area of

blanket bog owned by the Natioral Fark Autharity

which has been restoned

in recent years and

isa good place to

see shipe, reed bunting,
grasshopper warbler and )
oocasionally short-eared owls.

3. Molland and West Anstey
Commons lie along the southem
edge of Exmoor, to the west of
Culverton ard is bisected by a road with
smiall informial car parks. They support a
variety of habitats from wet mires to deepincised
comibes and scrub. This mie of habitats enables them to
suppart good populations of cuckoo, grasshopper warbler,
kestrel, linnet ard lesser redpoll, reed bunting, stonechat,
whinchat, occasional tree pipit, whitethroat and yellowhammier.
4, Winsford Hill is a bleck of moorland with some deeply incised
cmbes There is a road running aleng its crest with a small
parkirg area. The siteis an excellent place to hear and spot
uldtms ard it has good areas of gorse, scattered trees and scrub
- that support breeding linmet, lesser redpoll [left],
. reed bunting, stonechat, whitethroat,
yellowhammer and willow warbler. It i 2
reqular breeding site for whinchats and there
=¥ are snipe and grasshopper warblers in the
mires on the western side.
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5. North Hill and Bossimgton Hill between
Minehead and Porlodk is probably the mast
impaortant site on Exmoor for Dartford
warblers, where the birds hung on through the harsh winters of
200% and 2010 and where there has been some recovery in the
population. It ako has the densest population of whitethroats
on Exmioor and is an important place for other keathland and
scrub species, notably innet, lesser redpoll and stonechat.
6, Dunkery s an extersive area of moorland owned by the
Mational Trust and forming part of the Dunkery and Homer'Wood
Mational Mature Reserve, it includes the highest point on Exmoor
at Dunkery Beacon. Dunkery supports a great variety of bird
species induding cuckoo, curlew, grasshopper
warbler, kestrel, linnet, lessar redpoll,
reed bunting, redstart (zkong the
‘-\_\ south west edge), stonechat,
P . occasional snipe and tree pipit,
vt whinchat and whitethroat,
M willow warbler and
“'L yellowhammer arcurd
“'—;-———-..._.r!" the edges. Look out for
5 greywagtails arcund

& Exmoor Hatonad
the streams.

! . Fark Auk bty
- p” N 7. Haddon Hillisa
|77 4 Klamam relatively small area of
outhying heathlard owned by Exmicor
Mational Park Autharity. It is easily accessible off the B3190 and
has a car park. The heathland is bordered by woodland ard has
a mix of shrubs and scattered trees. Itis a good
place to look cut for cuckoo, linnet,
lesser redpoll, meadow pipit, reed
bunting, redstart, skylark,
stonechat, tree pipit, whitethroat,
willow warbler and
yellowhammer. Before the cold
winters it was 3 good place for
Dartford warblers so this speciesis
abo worth locking and listening cut for.
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rationally arnd 50% drop in numbers
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Exmoor’s moorland supports a wealth of moorland birds. breeding birds including land management, cimate o] (R e gl oot the siz= kg
_ change and human disturbance. I birds are disturbed £ 4 abcibid andalmostextinct asa.  [EpONe: 0 | S8R \
A survey undertaken in 2014 shows that many while nesting, eggs or young can become vulnerable G- @ www. exmoor-nationalpark. gov ,
song bird species are faring much better T to predators, or just become too cold 1 survive. p ,.-,avﬁf: oy Irin@mmmmﬂnrww
on Exmoor than in the UK as a whole. e mmiﬂnﬁﬁwm s H";' Buzzard - large bird of prey, with brosd Royal Society for the Protection of Birds (RSPB)
Although some upland breeding birds such as ’;m“*!h% - Kupinl::n T AT ; E’gﬂ;ﬁt:ﬁ”ﬁﬂ”ﬁ]ﬂ;ﬁﬂ;ﬁf ﬂﬂ?ﬁﬂ k?ﬂk_e _ I'I,
red grouse and ring ouzel no longer breed i . ' possible, particularly in areas of dense heather vy pig;:gpeﬂnﬁtmn nT..Em bg;tﬂ E:ihnalh; i \ .-
on Exmoor, it has become of increasing P and wetlands. hovering or sitting an a post or tree top. Southemhay West, i, | .
importance for species such as whinchat, o . ® Keeping your dog on a lead especially as most e \Devon, EXI TSR \
stonechat and cuckoo. Exmoor's lambing takes place at the same time that 1392 432691 \

Peregrine - breeding on sea cliffs
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moorland may well be providing ﬁmcagﬂ i b =cer ) Tohors s % \
unting ocwer the Mmoo especia Id TR

important refuges for many e i b

species both now and in P : Pl ¢ PG

the future. " o e : 1; 4\

- SUMMEr Wisitors, similar in cokour £ Xy }

toa peragrine, but more slerder with " T -'"' \‘
painted Hrgsandwgﬁ;hamcteﬁitk:‘re hgﬁ:a'l Soglety ¥ 1;‘5'
trousers”, It uses its talors to catch i
such as dragonflies and t'and‘ertnpn':geak 1 rds.net W

i /‘f;f' e T ® Avoid young birds on the ground or distressed
o 0 parent birds, by walling around the area and
moving away quickly, so the parents can return.

in flight. o ! J ' ; e % ’ " i .h:
s Hen harrier - cocasional visitor to the moor - K - £ H"ﬁ'l qlﬁl:*b‘ : J

in winter ar summer, They fiy low over the | ¥, L. N e X
mﬁ.ﬂm maliieb?;rg ﬂmrfdgmf with Front eovar: Cuek oo, [ohn Bridge. {raph-imge. sam])
. wing tips, rmales predomira ____ .
Worth The Long Trip browen, bath have & white rump. = _ _ wf
some birds such as whinchat, ey By [ ) : . el
cuckoo and nightiar migrate L SN\ F A e e o B 4
over 2000 miles from their _‘-1'-"‘" M Red Hﬂ-nécl:sinnalimin sgnr;;gdand :
o summer and has attempted to :
over-wintering sites in Africa to - Characterised, and almost unmistakable, .
arrive on Exmoor's moorland ! by its forked tail and reddish brown body | == VR
from April and spend the e and white patches under its outer wings - _‘ @ brhe - Mmm
LT LR Tl summer here to breed. & Ban Bl fplyimages. oom) ooy mnnen,  rcigh et Heare of Bamcor Schame. %00
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Key: @ Estimated number of breeding birds on Exmoor's moorland in 2014

0 Increasing

Please note illustrations mot to scale.
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Usually assodated

with open woodland

or young plantations,
on Exmoortheyalso
oocupy very tall
gnrsg?Tl"ne;r?are tirny
finches, related to
linnets, and are brown
and streaky with a patch
of red on the head (or -
"poll) and a noticeable pale L

wing bar. / 3

g

©

Summer wisitors, their numbers

are rehtl'r;elfl mbl_thdEEpite =
national declimes. They :-ﬂiu..
are often assodated _.': F
with areas of taller e
vegetation, bracken and " \
wetter parts of the moor. " TR
They are similarin

appearance to stonechats but

males hawe a striking white s

eye brow (rather than a

O

Lesser redpoll

o —

Saaes el s rmage .com)

Whinchat

©

neck band), black cheeks

and orange breast.

Stavs nal sph-imag as.com)

o O

Secretive wading birds with
long beaks, but an be heard
‘drumming {or willowi ng)”
or "'chipping” at dawn or
duskin sprimig.

Breeding numbers

are low dueto

limited valley mira habitat,

rf "‘f {J‘ but restoration work unider

ﬁ " the EsmoorMires project has
helped boost numbers. Numbers

are much higher in winter and can

be frequently flushed from wet

areas of the maoor.

Snipe

Ay By g rmaga .o

©

Summer wisitors,
thiegir numbers are
relatively stable an
Exmoor's moorkand. Tree
pipits are very similarin
appearance to meadow

pipits and also perform a
parachuting display flight,

but often larding on the =ame
song perch tree,

Tree pipit

Tamy Bl {ph meag at.cam)

0 Stable

O Decreasing

Linnet

O

Doou py taller vegetation on the
mioor, especially areas of
heather and gorse. Males @n
be recognised by their
chestnut back, grey head
and reddish breast.

5P (rpb-imeages am)

Ring ouzel

Otherwise known as the 'mountain

blackbird', they last bred in 2002 4
on stesp heather clad slopes. Since

ther birds are seen on spring and

autumn passage only. Similar to a

hlackbln:l but with a white 'bib* i
still be 55|:||e to " ‘
e fi i
grass'_r anaasm _;{;-:-“7
the spring, or - =
on berries in
the autumn. ' e

In steep decline nationally, the future

of curlews on Exmicor is uncertain.

They oooupy mires and heaths .
and are easy to recognise ¥
being large birds wit
a long curved hill g
and an evocative i
whistling ezll. iR

Curlew

© ©

Ocoupy heathland areas and areas of young plartation an
Exmoor. Mightjarsare nodumal birds and the males have a
very distinctive churring song that can be heard after dusk
or pre-dawn. With pointed wings and long tails their shape
is similar to @ kestral ar cuckoo. They hawve a silent, jerky flight
when the distinctive white
patch inthe wings and

Nightjar

' .-I,.'lF."\-
tail of the maleanr = "
visible. o vl

e F.

N p

oo

The most numerous spedes
on Exmoor's moorland.

They are small, brown
r?; with a pale breast

.0

Meadow pipit’ &

: ‘;{

and dark streaking, e T 51
oocupying heather : Py
ard grass moor, -
__I"Jlr Ir' '\."\\.\_‘_
Tam Marthall friph
'@ ___Whitethroat o

& L Summiar visitors which
favour areas of scrub and are
particularly numerous along
the coast. They have a fairly

| : o long tail; males have a
: ﬁ ‘scratchy’ song, rusty coloured
; wings, grey head, and a very
W ' striking wehite throat.
T "ll e
/ S
. 3 Ba
Inhn Brielga s [rrph image 1o Ve "y

e Wheatear

Summer visitors that prefier
short vegetation. Males

are slate grey on the
back with blackface
mask and wings
and all have a
distinctive

white rump

whan they

fly.

O

Cuckoo

lcanic surmmer visitars

doing well on Exmoor
despite stesp national
declines. Easily recognised
by its well kmown call, the
cuckoo is dowve sized,
predominantly grey in colour
and hasa long tail giving ita
falcon-like appearance.

Jabn Bridgas (rpbimages o

e O

A colourful resident
bird of Exmoor's rive
thiese long taile
vibrant birds, though
grey on the back, can
-4 -, sometimes be
P mistaken for a
yallow wagtail by

Grey wagtail

E 4 the inexperienced
" = eye as the males
. hawve a particularly

_ bright yellow bally.

ln Enar

o

Easily recognised in heathierand
gorse areas as they perch on top
of bushes and sprigs. Look

out forthe striking black

SO O

Stonechat

19905, increasing rapid
* 197 birds in 2008, but
subsequent cold winte

head, white nack saw numibers plum met.
markings and bright They rely on thick, bushy
reddish breast of the gorse and can be difficult to

rrale and listen far the
distinctive @l which

sounds like two stones the reddish-brown

being rubbed chest, blue-grey head

together. and long tail that is
aften cocked.

Ban Bl (r1plhimage Loarm)

Dartford warbler

spat, but listen out for their
scratchy songand lock for

B Ball [rphimgez )~ T T Ty

Colonised Exmioorin the

by to

rs

@ Yellowhammer o & ﬂ";f; @ Skylark o
=,
1 -"\“"'-':“"'IF'-“
Licalised in their y! "’n___, o 4
distribution, ccoupying ' ' R T
the fringes of the e
moorland arcund . g
Dunkery, Molland, West .
Anstey and Winsford The sacond
Hill. The males havea _ Most NUMeraus
vivid yellow head and f spedes on Exmoor's
underparts and are { moarand, cocupying the
chestnut brown an the hill tops and plateaus. They
o back. e 1 _ are easily recognisable
R e L T from their glorious
& g ..'-,_ | -' song as they hower
Tom Marthall iripis meag o) ihnhmﬂ[qbq:.ﬂ .1 11 high overhead,

@ Grasshopper warbler 0 @ Reed bunting 0
Summer wisitors and have been - et Docupy areas of long,
imcreasing on Exmoor over i/ wet grassland or deep
recent decades. This spedesis , J heataer.The males
very difficult to ses, but can i can be recognised in
be recognised byits S/ summer by thair = !
continuous, insect-like, striking black s
reeling somg which is most y head and A
noticeable at dusk and ﬂ white f 3
dawn. -~ i collar as 3
they sing .r‘: -
. from perches ey
J on the top of
;5' y scrub.
i 2
Mika Richards riph- rmaga 1com) ' VA dkoa & char ds riph- rmage scom) >
l,ﬂ

@ Redstart
Surmmer visitors often assodated with - h.

(1o00) wil

woodland, On Exmoar’s moorland wiith trees on the moorand.
they are found on the trarsition Willow warblers are similar in
appearance to the chiffchaff

between the woods and the moors. ‘ R
They are beautiful birds males are T
slate grey on the back and bright
orange on the front with a black
face. They often quiver
their bright
redforange tails.

down the scale.

e e [l rmagascom) b idges b imager. )

Dipper
f

Surmmer visitors associated

with greenish back and yellow
washed chestandare best
separated by their distinctive
delicate song that descends

low wa

Kingfisher

Dippers occupy the rivers of Exmoor all year round. ; -l Despite their unmistakeable
These endearing birds can feed underwater, are dark ! . N appearance, kingfishers are
brown and - ¥ . probably under-recorded on
plumpish J Exmoor althiough are found
witha T % on maost rivers and streams. They c@n
white front A be seen all year round.
and are

characterised

by their I

dipping or - 1 % :

bobbing action as \ ‘

they stand on the

stores inthe rivers.
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